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Bar Association, Judge Chun’s nomina-
tion has received praise from many or-
ganizations in our State, including the
Washington Low Income Housing Alli-
ance, the Vietnamese American Bar
Association of Washington, the South
Asian Bar Association of Washington,
the Asian Bar Association of Wash-
ington, and the Korean American Coa-
lition of Washington.

As I am sure my colleagues can see,
Judge Chun is immensely qualified to
serve on this court. I urge them to join
me and my colleague Senator MURRAY
in supporting his nomination to serve
as judge for the U.S. District Court of
the Western District of the State of
Washington.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I
would ask unanimous consent to speak
as if in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UKRAINE

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise,
as so many of us have of late, to talk
about the invasion of Ukraine by Rus-
sia. This invasion, as we know, started
on February 24, and it is now, I guess,
in its 21st or 22nd day.

At the time of the invasion—I think
it was the day after or 2 days after—I
was reading in a newspaper the ref-
erence to one resident of Ukraine who
said the following about the onset of
the hostilities by Vladimir Putin and
Russia:

It was the worst sunrise in my life.

I can’t even begin to imagine what
that individual in Ukraine or tens of
thousands of families were feeling on
that day, and hundreds of thousands
throughout the country—millions,
even.

This attack, which is ongoing, was
both unprovoked and unjustified. It is
an attack on a sovereign nation by a
murderous dictator who has no regard
for human life and no regard for the
rules-based international order. I think
a lot of people knew that before the in-
vasion, but now it is abundantly clear
to the world what Vladimir Putin’s in-
tentions are and what his practices are
when it comes to attacking a sovereign
nation.

The New York Times told us last Fri-
day, March 11, about Putin. I am
quoting here from the New York
Times, and they made reference in this
story to his actions in Syria, as well as
Chechnya:

[H]e has demonstrated in [the] past . . . a
willingness not only to bomb heavily popu-
lated areas indiscriminately but also to use
civilian casualties as leverage against his en-
emies.

““[Ulse civilian casualties as lever-
age’’—that is the dictator that the peo-
ple of Ukraine are dealing with right
now. And I think it is clear from the
reporting, and so many Americans
have read the stories and have seen the
coverage of the bombings. It is clear
that he is bombing indiscriminately. It
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is clear that he and his army, his mili-
tary, are targeting civilians.

All you have to do is look at the list
of locations. And the list would be hun-
dreds if we read all of them, but here
are just a couple examples. Maybe the
most graphic in the last couple of days
was the bombing of a maternity ward
and that footage of a stretcher coming
out of that rubble with a pregnant
woman, who has since died, as did her
child. That is an example of that kind
of indiscriminate bombing.

But in addition to a maternity ward,
he has bombed a shoe factory, a psy-
chiatric hospital, apartment buildings,
cafes, homes, parking lots near a shop-
ping center, bombing near a kinder-
garten, bombing of a mosque, bomb-
ing—we are told, the most recent num-
ber—34 medical facilities, damaged in
Ukraine. And that number, of course,
will grow. Most recently, just in the
last day or so, a supermarket, and, I
think, at least a 12-story residential
tower.

And then, just today, another ref-
erence to just one example of the bru-
tality of Putin: 10 people Kkilled waiting
in line for bread in Ukraine. The ad-
viser to the mayor of one of the most
besieged cities, Mariupol, said the fol-
lowing. This adviser said:

Humanity has not yet invented a word to
describe what Russia is doing to us.

I think that says it all. There is no
way to describe what is happening. The
world has never seen this, in recent
history. Maybe the closest example
would be what happened in Syria,
which, of course, was also paid for and
led by the Russian military, Mr. Putin.

Despite all that horror and all that
bloodshed and all that is to follow, de-
spite all of that grim reminder of the
brutality of Mr. Putin, the Ukrainian
people have inspired so many of us.
When I say “‘us,” I don’t mean just vot-
ing Members of Congress or people
throughout the country. They have in-
spired people the world over. I have
never seen anything in my lifetime
that equates to the inspiration that
they have generated; their courage—
the raw physical courage of the people,
of the military, and all the contribu-
tions they are making to their coun-
try—their resolute determination to
protect their freedom, to protect their
families, to protect their nation, and,
really, when you think about it in a
larger sense, to protect democracy
itself, because that is really very much
on the line in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian people’s stubborn re-
fusal to be intimidated by a ruthless
autocrat and his military has inspired
S0 many people every single day. I just
saw another example this morning.
Women who have left Ukraine with
their children, to bring their children
to safety, coming back into Ukraine to
join the fight or, in some cases, I guess,
to rejoin the fight—women putting
their lives at risk for their country.

This morning the Presiding Officer
and all of us, the Members of Congress,
had the honor to listen to President
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Zelenskyy’s address to the Congress,
and I know the Nation saw it as well.
His address this morning was also in-
spiring, every bit as inspiring as that
engendered by his people. But his ad-
dress was also a call to action for us to
do more. We have got to do more. And
we have got to provide additional sup-
port.

President Zelenskyy thanked our
President, President Biden, and the
American people for all the support
that we have provided, especially in
the last couple of weeks since the inva-
sion began but also before that.

And President Biden responded just 2
or 3 hours later when he announced
even more military assistance or secu-
rity assistance, which, if you add up
just that part of the support, just since
he took office, is now at about $2 bil-
lion. That doesn’t include other sup-
port like humanitarian support.

But here is just a quick list of what
that security assistance is. I will just
itemize a few. This isn’t exhaustive,
but it is just some examples: Stinger
anti-aircraft systems—we provided
many hundreds of them, and now we
are providing a lot more than that—the
Javelin anti-armor systems that have
had such success against the Russian
military, Russian tanks; helicopters;
patrol boats; grenade launchers; guns
and ammunition; grenades; mortar and
artillery rounds; secure communica-
tions; military medical equipment; on
and on and on.

And, as I mentioned, the President
responded specifically today by an-
nouncing that the United States will
add $800 million just on security assist-
ance, bringing that total, as I said, to
$2 billion since he began his adminis-
tration. It was noteworthy that two of
the component parts of that—the
Stinger systems and the Javelins—both
are being used with great skill by the
Ukrainian fighters. The increase in
those numbers is not just a few hun-
dred. In both cases it is either doubling
or tripling what we have already done.
And we will do more. We will continue
to do more.

Congress has passed a spending bill
just a couple of days ago, at the end of
last week, and the President signed it
this week, which allowed that $800 mil-
lion to be available.

So that is the good news: more
money for weapons and other security
assistance, more money for humani-
tarian support. That number is grow-
ing all the time because of the need
that the Ukrainian people have.

The sanctions—the crushing, unprec-
edented sanctions—that already are
having effect. I had a briefing today
just on that topic of the impact of the
sanctions, and it is substantial, and it
will only grow as time goes by. We will
have more time later to talk about
that. And, of course, the contribution,
as well—all of these are contributions
of not just our government but our
people. The American people made
these contributions of military assist-
ance and humanitarian support and our
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ability to impose sanctions with our al-
lies, with our NATO partners.

But at the same time, what gets lost
sometimes in the discussion about
Ukraine is the intelligence support we
have provided—all Kkinds of offices
throughout our intelligence commu-
nity providing actionable intelligence
or intelligence that the Ukrainians can
use if they fight the battle, fight the
war. That is probably incalculable in
terms of the advantages given on the
battlefield and beyond. So that bears
emphasis as well.

I think one area of positive develop-
ment in the last couple of months is
the unity, not just the unity of NATO,
which has never been stronger, prob-
ably never stronger since the 1960s or
even more so, but the unity here at
home—unity in the Senate, unity in
the House, unity throughout the coun-
try to support the people of Ukraine—
the people but also to support the mili-
tary.

I have to say, though, as much as we
have that unity with our NATO part-
ners and here in the Congress, there
are voices here in Washington and
around the country that are not as uni-
fied. We know the voice of our former
President and his continued approval
of Putin’s ‘‘genius.”

Why would you ever say that about a
murderous dictator? He is not a genius.
He is, I believe, a war criminal, but
that kind of language and that kind of
support for Putin, at least by way of
laudatory words, has tarnished that
unity, has undermined that unity here
at home and around the world. But it is
not enough to break that unity.

I just hope that Republican Members
of Congress, when someone in their
party, especially a leader of their party
or a Member of Congress or any other
Republican official—I hope that when
they say things about Vladimir Putin
that are positive or in any way sup-
portive that they would call it out and
condemn it.

When you are supporting the people
of Ukraine at a time of war, you have
to use every tool in your toolbox: mili-
tary assistance, diplomacy, sanctions,
humanitarian support, but also your
words as leaders. And we should be con-
demning any American leader who sup-
ports or says positive things about Mr.
Putin.

I hope the Republican Members of
Congress who have stood up and been
very supportive of the Ukrainian peo-
ple in this fight would also call out
Members of their party and condemn
such statements because that didn’t
happen in July of 2018, when the former
President—in my judgment, this is my
view of it—was genuflecting before
Vladimir Putin on the world stage in
Helsinki, Finland, in probably what I
believe is maybe the worst day for an
American President on the world stage
ever when he took the side of Mr.
Putin, a murderous dictator, over the
determinations made by our intel-
ligence community about the previous
election. That was a low moment for
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America, for our democracy, and for
our country.

We now have, I think, very clearly a
choice. It is not a choice of three or
four options or five options. There are
only two options here: You can choose
Mr. Putin or choose Mr. Zelenskyy.
You can choose a dictator who has no
regard for human life and all of the
enablers around him, or you can choose
the President who is standing up for
freedom, Mr. Zelenskyy, the President
of Ukraine.

It is really a simple choice. It is a
choice between the incarnation of evil
and the personification of freedom.
That is the choice. There is not a third
option here. Every American has to
make this choice, but especially Mem-
bers of Congress, elected officials. That
is part of our job. You have to make a
choice, and it is very simple.

The good news is Republicans, Demo-
crats, and Independents—House and
Senate, the two branches of govern-
ment—have made a choice, and the
American people have made a choice.
They made a choice for freedom to sup-
port that personification of freedom by
supporting Mr. Zelenskyy and his gov-
ernment in this war, by supporting the
Ukrainian people, who are Iliterally
putting their lives on the line for free-
dom itself.

I will conclude with these thoughts.
Like our Constitution that we turn to
for both—not just guidance and inspi-
ration, but we turn to, to remind our-
selves of our duty, so, too, are the peo-
ple of Ukraine turning to their Con-
stitution for that guidance and that in-
spiration and that call to action.

Here is what that Constitution says
in pertinent part, and it sounds very
familiar:

The people are the bearers of sovereignty
and the only sources of power in Ukraine . . .
To affirm and ensure human rights and free-
doms is the main duty of the State.

That is what the Ukrainian Constitu-
tion says, a mandate that freedom
must be the goal and the work of the
State. Wow, are they doing that now.
President Zelenskyy and his govern-
ment and the people of Ukraine are
standing up for freedom.

When we are at our best here at
home, we do the same. We have a great
anthem for our Nation: ‘O beautiful”—
and you know the rest of that great an-
them. One of the verses of that great
anthem says:

O beautiful for patriot dream that sees be-
yond the years.

The dream of a patriot isn’t just to
stand up in the moment and fight, but
that patriot is standing up for freedom,
fighting and willing to put their lives
on the line—or his or her life on the
line—for freedom because they are see-
ing beyond the years. They are stand-
ing up for freedom, not just for them-
selves and their families and their na-
tion, but for the future—for the future
of that nation. That is what the people
of Ukraine are doing right now, and
that is why we have to continue to sup-
port them in that great fight.
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I think most Americans have already
made the choice. We just have to back
them up and stand for freedom—not to
stand for the incarnation of evil, Mr.
Putin and his government right now,
but to stand for the personification of
freedom. We saw that this morning
with President Zelenskyy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OssorF). The Senator from Wash-
ington.

TRANSGENDER YOUTH

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to speak out against
the recent wave of hate attacks on
transgender youth happening across
our country.

Over the last few months, we have
seen extreme Republican lawmakers
take unprecedented steps to go after
trans children and their families. Not
only are they spewing hateful rhetoric
around gender identity—making some-
thing personal and something a lot of
Americans probably don’t think about
every day into a cruel political cudg-
el—but they are also using their polit-
ical power and legal authority to tar-
get trans people, and trans kids, in par-
ticular.

Last month, Texas Governor Greg
Abbott made the decision to actively
investigate and target parents of
transgender Kkids and providers, mak-
ing the totally false claim that gender-
affirming care is child abuse. In Idaho,
just across the border from my home
State of Washington, lawmakers got
dangerously close to passing legisla-
tion that would criminalize providers
for giving Kkids the gender-affirming
care they need. In Florida, there is a
bill headed to the Governor’s desk
which aims to erase gay and trans Kids,
parents, and teachers from our schools
by banning any discussion about gen-
der identity or sexual orientation.

While Democrats have been focused
on getting our schools back open and
helping students catch up after 2 really
tough years, Republicans are targeting
trans kids and gay students and taking
incredibly important and personal de-
cisions away from parents and families.

Right now, it feels like far-right law-
makers are in a race to legislate the
most extreme, most hateful bill they
can think of, at the expense of trans
kids. We all have a responsibility to
stand up and make clear this is not
right. Trans people are our friends;
they are our neighbors; they are our
families. Trans Kkids deserve to be just
kids—to play sports, to go to school, to
see a doctor, or to get healthcare. They
should be able to get the same opportu-
nities as any other child, to learn and
grow and play and thrive free from fear
and discrimination. And parents de-
serve to be able to make their own par-
enting decisions with their medical
providers to do what is best for their
kids’ health. They should not have to
worry about what a rightwing politi-
cian thinks is best for their kids. And
they definitely shouldn’t live in fear
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